4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 19, 2023

Entrance Hymn

Amazing Grace

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd;

#645

there is nothing I shall want.

Communion Hymns

Psalm 23: Shepherd Me, O #3835

God

Psalm 89: For Ever I Will

Sing
Purify My Heart

Readings

#1025

First Reading:
1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,
10-13a

Second Reading:
Ephesians 5:8-14

Gospel:
John 9:1,6-9,13-17,
34-38
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PSALM 23

#1025

#64

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God,
the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

He descended into hell;

on the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty;

from there He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Holy Catholic Church,

the communion of Saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

St. Michael the
Archangel

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness
and snares of the Devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou, O prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan, and all
evil spirits, who prowl about the
world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.



Entrance Hymn

645 Amazing Grace
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1. A - maz - ing grace! how sweet the
2. 'Twas  grace that taught my  heart to
3. The Lord has prom - ised good to
4. Through man - -y dan - gers, toils, and
S. When we’ve been there ten thou - sand
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sound, That saved a wretch like rpe!
fear, And grace my fears re - lieved;
me, His  word my hope se - cures;
snares, I have al - read - y come;
years, Bright shin - ing as the sun,
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I once was lost, but now am
How pre - cious did that grace ap -
He will my  shield and por - tion
'Tis  grace has  brought me safe thus
We’ve no less  days to sing God’s
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found; Was blind, but now I see.
pear The hour I first be - lieved!
be As  long as life en - dures.
far, And grace will lead me home.
praise Than when we’d  first be - gun.

Text: St. 1-4, John Newton, 1725-1807, st. 5, attr. to John Rees, fl 1859
Tune. NEW BRITAIN, CM, Virginia Harmony, 1831, harm. by Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921



FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT / A 1025

READING | 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a / 31

The Lorp said to Samuel: “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. I am sending
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen my king from among his sons.”

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought,

“Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him.” But the Lorp said to Samuel: “Do not
Judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. Not
as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the Lorp looks into
the heart.” In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel
said to Jesse, “The Lorp has not chosen any one of these.” Then Samuel asked Jesse,
“Are these all the sons you have?” Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is
tending the sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not begin the sac-
rificial banquet until he arrives here.” Jesse sent and had the young man brought to
them. He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance.
The Lorbp said, “There —anoint him, for this is the one!” Then Samuel, with the horn
of oil in hand, anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and from that day on,
the spirit of the Lorp rushed upon David.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b4, 5,6
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The Lord is my shep-herd; there is noth-ing I shall want.
The Lorp is my shepherd; Your crook and your staff will give
there is nothing I shall want. me comfort. R.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose. You have prepared a table before me
Near restful waters he leads me; in the sight of my foes.
he revives my soul. R. My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing. R.
He guides me along the right path,

for the sake of his name. Surely goodness and mercy shall
Though I should walk in the valley of follow me
the shadow of death, all the days of my life.
no evil would I fear, for you are In the Lorp’s own house shall I dwell
with me. for length of days unending. R.
READING 11 Ephesians 5:8-14

Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live
as children of light, for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and
truth. Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of
darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention the things done by
them in secret; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything
that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says:

“Awake, O sleeper,

and arise from the dead,

and Christ will give you light.”

GOSPEL John 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
For short form read only the parts in brackets.

[As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth.] His disciples asked him, “Rabbli,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither
he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible through
him. We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. Night is coming



when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When
he had said this, [he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and smeared
the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means
Sent—. So he went and washed, and came back able to sce.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the
one who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks
like him.” He said, “I am.”] So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He
replied, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.’” So I went there and washed and was able to see.” And they said to
him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t know.”

[They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made
clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he
was able to see. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I
can see.” So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does
not keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” And
there was a division among them. So they said to the blind man again, “What do you
have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”]

Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight until
they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. They asked them,
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?” His parents
answered and said, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do
not know how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of
age; he can speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ,
he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this reason his parents said, “He is of
age; question him.”

So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give
God the praise! We know that this man is a sinner.” He replied, “If he is a sinner, I
do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” So they said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I
told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
want to become his disciples, too?”” They ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s
disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do
not know where this one is from.” The man answered and said to them, “This is what is
so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to
him. It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this
man were not from God, he would not be able to do anything.” [They answered and
said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?” Then they
threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that may believe
in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, the one speaking with you is he.”
He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.] Then Jesus said, “I came into
this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do
see might become blind.”

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we
are not also blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have
1o sin; but now you are saying, ‘We see,” so your sin remains.

SECOND SCRUTINY

During Lent, the elect (those catechumens who have been called to prepare for baptism at Easter)
are called to come before the community for exorcisms and prayers. This takes place after the it-
urgy of the word on the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of Lent. These rites are intended to purify
the hearts and minds of the elect, to strengthen them against temptation, to help them progress in
the love of God.

The presider asks the assembly to pray in silence for the elect, then to join in intercessions for
them. The presider lays hands on each of the elect and prays that the elect be delivered from the
power of evil and become witnesses to the gospel. A song or psalm may be sung, then the elect
are dismissed as usual and the faithful continue with the liturgy of the eucharist.



Communion Hymns

Psalm 23: Shepherd Me, O God 35
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yond my fears, from death in-to life.

Verses

1. God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want;
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love;
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.

2. Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul;
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth;
my spirit shall sing the music of your name.

3. Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side;
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.

4. You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow’r to hold.

5. Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore.
Text: Psalm 23; Marty Haugen

Music: Marty Haugen
© 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.




Psalm 89: For Ever | Will Sing 64
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Lord, the good - ness of the Lord.
Verses

1. “With my chosen one I have made a covenant; I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty forever and set up your throne through all ages.”

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a God,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,
who find their joy ev’ry day in your name,
who make your justice the source of their bliss.

3. He will say to me: “You are my father, my God, the rock who saves me!”
I will keep my love for him always; with him my covenant shall last.

Alternate Verses

1. I have found David my servant,
with my holy oil I have anointed him,
that my hand may ever be with him
and my arm make him strong.

2. My faithfulness and love shall be with you,
in my Name your name will be exalted.

3. He shall cry to me, “My God, my rock of salvation, my salvation.”

Text: Psalm 89- 4-5, 16-17, 27-29, © 1963, 1993, The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent, alt. verses 21-22, 25, 27, Marty Haugen, © 1988, 1994,
GIA Publications, Inc., refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL
Music: Manty Haugen, © 1988, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc



Purify My Heart (Refiner's Fire) 2063

Bnan Doerksen

Verses
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1.Pu-ri-fy_ myheart, . let me be as gold and pre-cioussil ver.
2.Pu-ri fy_ myheart,__ cleanse me fromwith-in and make me ho- ly.
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Pu-ri-fy__ my heart,__ let me be as gold, pure___ gold.
Pu-ri-fy__ my heart,_ cleanse mefrommy sin, deep within.
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— my mas - fer, rea-dy to do_ your will._
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